International Programs and a Global Mechanism /US

The FAO and UNEP have worked with regional organizations to
arrange meetings on animal genetic resources. In 1976 the OAU rec-
ommended that the IBAR establish an expert committee on animal
genetic resources in Africa. With support from the FAO and UNEP,
the committee was formed. A joint meeting was held with FAO,
UNEP, and IBAR in 1983 to identify high potential and endangered
livestock in Africa. In 1978 a conference was held in Colombia in
cooperation with ALPA, and ALPA thereafter established a commis-
sion on evaluating and conserving animal genetic resources in Latin
America. In Asia, SABRAO established an expert committee on ani-
mal genetic resources in 1977.

In 1980 the EAAP, in response to FAO's recommendations for
action at national and regional levels, established the Working Party
on Animal Genetic Resources (European Association for Animal Pro-
duction, 1984). It serves as a coordinating body for European activi-
ties. For example, the Nordic countries (Denmark, Finland, Iceland,
Norway, and Sweden) have cooperative efforts under way to docu-
ment and preserve animal genetic resources.

The activities defined by the FAO and UNEP technical consulta-
tion in 1980, and monitored by the Joint Expert Advisory Panel, were
completed between 1982 and 1989. Methodology studies and field
trials in many countries were completed, documented, and published
for characterizing breeds; operating animal genetic data banks; sam-
pling endangered populations; collecting semen, embryos, and DNA;
conducting health checks and monitoring; and establishing cryogenic
germplasm.

In 1989, the FAO Committee on Agriculture (COAG) reviewed
the programs on animal genetic resources (Hodges, 1991). Subse-
quently, the FAO council affirmed the recommendations of the COAG
and called for the program to be expanded and further developed.
As a result, the FAO reviewed its animal genetic resources program
and convened an expert consultation in September 1989 to provide
guidance on global program directions (Wiener, 1990). The papers
and recommendations covered the following: institutional, legal, and
financial aspects of a global program; biotechnology in preserving
animal germplasm; live animal preservation; status of endangered
breeds and establishment of a world watch list and early warning
system; and technical and organizational aspects. Unfortunately, due
to a poor economic climate and the absence of an organizational sys-
tem for a worldwide program, these recommendations did not lead
to a global program at that time. The FAO continued with some
activities supported by the regular program and UNEP.